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The city of Corinth was full of vibrant philosophers and orators. These people used wrong philosophies and teachings to sway the Christians. The false prophets in the city of Corinth infiltrated the teaching of the word of God. “They put their efforts in subverting Lord’s plan with selfish agendas” (Bruce, 2000, p. 248). The gifted and eloquent orators confused the people of the church in Corinth and that led to the letter written to the Corinthians by Paul, a true apostle appointed by God Himself. 
Apostle Paul is angry towards the people in Corinth. He says “you put up easily enough”, with the gospel taught by the false prophets (2 Cor 11:4). The second epistle to the church of Corinth shows the confrontation of Paul with the false apostles. When Paul was in Corinth to preach the gospel, he encountered several obstacles from the “loud” speakers of the city. He, however, did preach the gospel but after he left, the false teachers took root in the city and spoke ill of him. Paul writes and says "I do not think I am in the least inferior to those super-apostles" (2 Cor 11:5). It is true that Paul was not a trained public speaker. However, that did not mean he did not have knowledge. The false prophets were of the notion that Paul was a false teacher just because he did not ask for money when he was preaching. He writes “was it then a sin for me to lower myself in order to elevate you by preaching the gospel of God to you free of charge?” (2 Cor 11:7).
“The opposition tabled by the false teachers was in regard to his authority than it was towards the teachings of Paul” (Bruce, 2000, p. 250). Paul had received help from the churches in Macedonia (church of Gentiles) so that he was “not a burden to anyone” (2 Cor 11:9). The purpose of the false prophets was to undermine Paul’s authority and tear down the church in Corinth by bringing fear and confusion. The false teachers wanted to be regarded as the true followers of Christ by having “an opportunity to be considered equal with” the rest of true followers of Christ (2 Cor 11:12).
Nevertheless, Paul confronted the false prophets by first explaining the sacrifices he had made not to “burden” Corinthians. He says “I robbed other churches by receiving support from them” (2 Cor 11:8). He is keen to boast of the knowledge he has regarding the gospel that other apostles could not march with. Again, Paul promises that he will not back down from preaching the word of God by saying "and I will keep on doing what I am doing" (2 Cor 11:12). He compares the actions of the false prophets to those of Satan in the garden of Eden. He says "such people are false prophets, deceitful workers, masquerading as an apostle of Christ" (2 Cor 11:13). 
As believers and ministers of the 21st century, we should be aware of the false prophets who masquerade as the angel of light for “their end will be what their actions deserve”. Again, even when faced with a vocal opposition, Paul encourages Christian ministers to illustrate their undying commitment to the true teachings of the Lord's word among Christians.
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